Psychotropic drugs in terminal care.
Respiratory patients require psychotropic drug administration to treat pain, cough and respiratory distress or to treat insomnia, anxiety, depression or psychosis. Terminal patients require thoughtful and compassionate use of these drugs, even when there is an expectation that such therapy may lead to an earlier death. Most psychotropic agents can be used safely in patients with respiratory disease, and careful use of selected drugs should always be employed if indicated for treating distressful conditions that may be benefitted. Guidelines to appropriate choices and doses are provided.